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Winter fun in “summer” parks

N ational parks are often dubbed "winter" e

or "summer" parks, depending on their A
busy season. Death Valley, for example, or \
Florida’s Everglades, get most of their visitors
in the cooler season, making them "winter"
parks. Acadia and Glacier, on the other hand,
are easiest to visit — and therefore busiest —
in summer.

Most people see the cold, snowy counte-
nance of the Sierra Nevada and treat Sequoia
and Kings Canyon as summer parks. That's
when roads and trails are clear, the weather is
mild, and most people come to these moun-
tains. But if you're here now, you've figured
out the secret: winter offers some of the great-
est beauty, mystery, tranquility, challenge, and
just plain fun in these parks.

It's not always easy to enjoy the parks in
winter: You may well need to “chain up.” In
fact, if you are in the park now and want to
see sequoias but don't have tire chains, you
should think again. The suddenness and
unpredictability of Sierran weather as well as
genuine concern for your safety make the
rangers err on the side of caution when deciding to require chains. But
if you've got chains, layers of warm clothes, and you're willing to take
the roads very slowly, then the beauty and fun of winter await you!

If it's social fun you want, head to one of the bustling snowplay
areas (see pages 8 and 9). Didn't bring a sled? They're available for sale
at Grant Grove and Wuksachi Village.

Take your fun seriously, though, and play safe. People get hurt

Puerto Rican Tania Metz, a Student Conservation
Assistant, said, “I feel like I'm in a store window
that’s been decorated for winter!”

P of the injuries are devastating; don't let it hap-

pen to you! When the hills get extremely icy,
rangers close all or part of the snowplay areas,
but only you can prevent accidents.

Want to be active but not in a crowd?
Snowshoeing or cross-country skiing into the
wintry heart of a sequoia grove is like nothing
else you’ve ever tried. Whether you find misty
fog or bright sunshine, the peace and clean,
clear beauty will refresh your spirit while your
legs get pleasantly tired! Be safe here, too. Take a
map. Tell someone where you are going. Learn
how to spot and follow the ski-trail signs on the
trees, and get back before winter’s early sunset.

Step into a visitor center for information on
these wonderful parks and how to enjoy them
safely. It's a great way to make sure you have
what you need for your particular winter
adventure, or to warm up after a romp in the
snow. Check out the exhibits to learn more
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¢ For some, Sierran snows are the first of their lives! 4 about this place. When you head outside again,

you'll know and appreciate the natural scene
around you even more.

If you’ve had enough of cold, the snow-free
foothills are in their glory now. Green grass coats the hills that were
bone dry just a few months ago. Flowers pop up by late January. Birds
not seen here in summer flash through oak and chaparral. Slanted and
soft, winter sunlight highlights the landscape’s details. Take advantage
of the lower elevation trails now; they’ll be very hot by summer!

We’re glad that you didn’t let the “summer park” label keep you
away this winter. Just remain flexible and let the weather call the shots.




